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3.    On the 4th June we received by the  C faster field a General Letter
dated at Fulta the  17th September  1756, also letters from several of our
servants in Bengal.   At the  same  time  the Edgecote and  Portfield from
Bombay brought us several others.   On the 22 of July we received from the
Syren sloop your General Letter of the 31st of January last, together with the
packets from your Select Committee, and by the Kings Fisher we received
your General Letters of the 23d of February and the 10th of April, also letters
from the Select Committee; the same conveyances brought us also Colonel
Clive's letters.

4.   We take this opportunity, by the Hardwickej of sending some informa-
tions and such directions as are more immediately necessary on the extra-
ordinary revolution in our affairs in Bengal, and  must defer our general
directions and advices  until the dispatch of the  ships intended for your
Presidency.

5.    We cannot but be under some uneasiness on account of the great
armament which sailed for India from Port LJ Orient last spring, as mentioned
in our letters that season and in that of the 3d of August by the Expedition
packet, but we flatter ourselves that by the timely notice sent to our several
settlements such measures have been taken as have and will frustrate the
intentions of the enemy, not only against our other Presidencies, but yours
likewise by their assistance; the probability of Commodore Steevens's getting
to India before it, and the disappointment the French Islands must meet
with for the provisions and necessaries which the late blow at Chandernagore
has cut off, are circumstances, we hope, have contributed to prevent any great
danger on our part.   It is too early in the season to get any information of
what ships and force are intended from France this year, but as attempts
will certainly be meditated and probably to reestablish the French Company
in Bengal, we can only, for the present, recommend it to you to be on your
guard to defend, according to the best of your ability, our trade and settle-
ments, and prevent, if possible, their getting a fooling again in any part of
the kingdom.

6.    Our Committee of Secrecy this season is composed of the following
named gentlemen, viz., John Payne Esqr., the present Chairman of the Court,
Laurence Sulivan Esqr., Deputy, together with Christopher  Burrow, Peter
Godfrey, and Jones Raymond Esqrs., whose directions and instructions or any
three of them are to be duly observed.

7.   The several ships taken into our service this season and their stations
are as follows viz.,

Ships

Hardwicke        .   499

Prince Henry   .   499

Osterley        .   .   499

Rhoda      ...   499

Tilbury        .   .   499

Britannia      .   .   499

Winchelsea   .   .   499

Shaftesbury .   .   499

Prince of Wales   499

Tons    Commanders

John Samson . .
Thomas Best . .
' Frederick Vincent
John Me Nernara
Roger Mainwaring
John Blewitt . .
Tbomas Howe
Cornelius Inglis .
Roberts .

Consignment

Coast and Bay

St.   Helena   and   Limpo

China directly

Fort St. George and